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The	 information	 in	 this	 article	 problematizes	 and	 broadens	 the	 debate	 on	 the	
importance	of	science	to	the	development	of	Brazil,	which	is	currently	in	crisis	due	to	
cuts	 in	 research	 investments	 in	 the	 country,	 making	 it	 impossible	 for	 scientists	 to	
continue	carrying	out	ground-breaking	research.	We	argue	that	this	is	due	to	two	main	
factors:	the	approval	of	the	Constitutional	Amendment	Project	no.	55/2016,	popularly	





deforestation	 and	 deteriorate	 Brazil’s	 environment.	 The	 development	 of	 a	 nation	 is	










INTRODUCTION		In	 our	 opinion,	 the	 victory	 of	 the	 extreme	 right-wing	 politician	 Jair	 Bolsonaro	 is	 likely	 to	further	reduce	investments	in	several	strategic	sectors	in	Brazil	as	they	are	not	a	priority	for	his	government	(Editorial,	2018).	In	addition,	President	Bolsonaro	approved	Decree	no.	9685	in	 January	 2019,	 enabling	 Brazilians	 to	 own	 firearms,	 so	 that	 they	 may	 have	 the	 right	 to	“defend	themselves”	against	any	threat.	This	demonstrates	that	instead	of	investing	in	Science,	Technology	 and	 Innovation	 (C,T&I)	 along	with	 education,	 public	 safety,	 and	 other	 segments	that	 are	 important	 for	 national	 development	 and	 increasing	 Brazilians’	 quality	 of	 life,	 the	President	is	concerned	about	making	the	possession	of	firearms	more	flexible	in	a	country	with	a	 worrying	 history	 of	 violence	 aided	 by	 firearms—they	 account	 for	 approximately	 70%	 of	violent	deaths	in	Brazil	(IPEA,	2018).			However,	this	is	not	the	first	time	that	“Tropical	Trump,”	as	he	is	popularly	called,	has	startled	many	segments	in	the	society—the	president	was	one	of	the	Brazilian	politicians	who	voted	in	favor	of	 the	Constitutional	Amendment	Project	–	PEC	no.	55/2016,	known	 in	 the	 country	as	
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“death	PEC,”	which	paralyzes	public	investments	in	several	sectors	for	20	years	(Brazil,	2016),	including	C,T&I,	health,	public	safety,	and	education.	When	this	PEC	was	approved	by	Brazil’s	politicians,	 their	 justification	 for	 it	 was	 “reducing”	 expenses	 that	 could	 allow	 the	 country’s	economic	growth.	In	fact,	this	reduction	only	favors	the	politicians.	In	this	sense,	we	argue	that	this	Project	(PEC)	as	well	as	the	flexibility	of	possession	of	firearms,	defended	by	the	Bolsonaro	Government,	end	up	regressing	the	development	of	the	country	and	several	of	its	sectors.	
	




greatly	 affect	 scientific	 research	 in	 the	 country	 in	 all	 areas	 of	 knowledge	 including	 the	primordial	ones	such	as	biotechnology,	which	deals	directly	with	the	manufacture	of	medicines	and	 vaccines	 essential	 for	 public	 health.	 There	 is	 a	 greater	 risk	 of	 the	 continuity	 of	 these	researches	 getting	 significantly	 affected	 if	 such	 reduction	 in	 the	 federal	 budget	 for	 science	occurs	under	Bolsonaro’s	government	as	well.	Research	grants	in	Brazil	have	great	relevance	and	are	fundamental	for	the	development	of	C,T&I,	since	the	knowledge	production	in	Brazil	is	based	 mostly	 on	 the	 work	 of	 researchers	 who	 get	 scholarships	 for	 their	 fields	 of	 study.	Decrease	 in	 the	C,T&I	 budget	may	affect	 this	 availability	of	 scholarships	 for	 researchers	and	postgraduate	programs	in	the	country.		Furthermore,	 female	 scientists	 may	 lose	 important	 positions	 in	 the	 management	 of	 the	country’s	 C,T&I—for	 instance	 in	 public	 university	 rectors—keeping	 in	 mind	 Bolsonaro’s	misogynistic	 views	 and	 statements.	 The	 fact	 that	 only	 30%	of	 these	 organs	 are	 occupied	 by	women	(Benício,	2019)	worsens	the	scenario.	However,	the	creation	of	the	Prize	for	Women	in	Science	 by	 the	 Institute	 of	 Pure	 and	 Applied	 Mathematics	 (IMPA,	 2019)—which	 awards	research	 scholarships	 to	 promising	 Brazilian	 scientists	 in	 different	 knowledge	 areas—is	 a	relevant	 way	 of	 valuing	 women’s	 work	 for	 the	 country’s	 C,T&I	 development;	 it	 also	 helps	recognize	 gender	 equality	 (IMPA,	 2019)	 within	 Brazilian	 scientific	 spaces,	 which	 are	thoroughly	devalued	under	the	current	government.		
CONCLUSION	From	 this	summary	of	 the	 conservative	and	polemical	 vision	of	President	 Jair	Bolsonaro,	we	can	 foresee	 the	 immeasurable	 regression	 in	 the	 development	 of	 the	 country.	 The	 federal	government	needs	to	recognize	that	the	flexibility	afforded	to	the	arms	industry	will	not	bring	great	benefits	to	Brazilian	society.	Along	with	the	fact	that	firearm	homicide	numbers	in	Brazil	are	 alarming,	 it	 should	 be	 noted	 that	 our	 country	 was	 recently	 caught	 in	 a	 troublesome	situation	when	two	adolescents	entered	a	public	school	in	São	Paulo	with	firearms	and	killed	ten	 people—students	 and	 staff	 (Fantástico,	 2019).	 Such	 tragic	 situations	 only	 reinforce	 the	point	 that	 arming	 the	 population	 is	 not	 the	 solution.	 Also,	 with	 Decree	 no.	 9685	 of	 January	2019	(Brazil,	2019),	the	Disarmament	Statute	that	has	contributed	to	stop	the	arms	race	in	the	country	now	loses	strength	and	relevance	(Brazil,	2003).	Nevertheless,	it	is	important	to	clarify	that	we	 are	 not	 affirming	 that	 possession	 of	 firearms	 is	 the	main	 reason	 behind	 increasing	violence	 in	 the	 country;	 there	 are	 other	 contributing	 factors,	 such	 as	 social	 and	 economic	inequality,	 the	 precariousness	 of	 the	 public	 safety	 system,	 the	 presence	 of	 numerous	 illicit	markets	that	sell	firearms,	and	criminal	factions	that	devastate	the	country	(IPEA,	2018).		However,	it	is	essential	to	propose	strategies	that	have	a	responsible	control	over	firearms	in	Brazil,	failing	which,	homicide	rates	in	the	country—especially	under	the	current	government	that	supports	the	possession	of	weapons—will	increase	significantly.	That	is	why,	we	believe	it	does	not	make	sense	to	arm	the	population	for	their	defense	and	that	there	are	other	factors	more	 relevant	 to	 the	 country’s	 development,	 which	 deserve	 increased	 investments	 and	attention	 from	 the	government—C,T&I,	health,	public	 safety,	 and	education	are	 fundamental	pillars	 for	economic	and	social	growth	of	any	nation,	besides	reducing	violence,	poverty,	and	other	 problems	 that	may	 plague	 countries	where	 governments	do	 not	 invest	 in	 the	 primary	areas.		
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